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Future Directions and Possibilities of e-learning:
Toward building online learning communities for nurses and citizens
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Abstract

e-learning is expected to be effective in the education of health professionals. It can also be used in healthcare and health
promotion. It will become an important option when looking for ways of empowering citizens.

This paper focused on the future directions and possibilities of e-learning, especially those systems utilizing the Web which
offers a new channel for learning anything. It describes from four point of view, the change that it brings to learners and
moreover society as the whole, the expansion of options for learning driven largely by e-learning, the relationship between
the selection of learning options and learning theories, the role of nurses and the possibilities to outreaching to citizens.

Ubiquitous network technology gives us the potential to build and participate in collaborative learning communities with
anyone, anywhere, and anytime. Such a learning environment is effective, especially for motivated adult learners, and result
in their empowerment. It is the nurse's role to then assist patients and consumers to learn about their health at their own
pace. It is therefore important that we pursue the possibilities for the building of learning communities by nurses and
citizens, and for this purpose, we need to promote the study of health communication and consumer health informatics.
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